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SUBJ: SZECHUAN'S POPULATION - UP 10 MILLION IN SIX MONTHS 
A) 76 HONG KONG A-I87; B) 76 HONG KONG 1 1649; C) 76 HONG KONG 7375 

1. AN NCNA DISPATCH PROMSZECHUNAN APRIL 28, PRONT-PAGED IN 
HONG KONG'S PRC-OWNED "WEN WEI PAO" THE POLLOWING DAY, REPORTED 
A PIGURE OP 90 MILLION FOR CHINA'S MOST POPULOUS PROVICE. THE 
PIGURE WAS REPEATED APRIL 30 IN A SZECHUAN PROVINCIAL BROADCAST. 

THE MOST RECENT PREVIOUS STATISTIC WAS 80 MILLION, REPORTED IN 

A SZECHUAN PROVINCIAL BROADCAST OP OCTOBER II, 1976. 

2. THIS APPARENT INCREASE OF 10 MILLION OVER A PERIOD OP SIX 
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MONTHS IS ILLUSTRATIVE OP CHINA'S CHRONCIALLY LOW ESTIMATES IN 
REPORTING POPULATION STATISTICS. AT THE TIME OF CHAIRMAN 
MAO'S DEATH LAST FALL, WE COMPILED A LIST OF CHINA'S POPU- 
LATION BY PROVINCE, USING THE MOST CURRENT CHINESE SOURCES, 

AND ARRIVED AT A NATIONAL POPULATION PIGURE OP 853.2 MILLION 
(REF B). AT THAT TIME, WE COMMENTED THAT THE TOTAL PIGURE 
WAS PROBABLY SHORT OP THE ACTUAL NUMBER, AND THIS NEW 
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SZECHUAN STATISTIC, SEEMING TO REPRESENT AN ABSOLUTE POPULA- 
TION INCREASE OF 12.5 PERCENT OVER A SIX-MONTH PERIOD, 

SUPPORTS THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE NATIONAL FIGURE OF LAST 
FALL IS .SIMILARLY LOW. 

3. BY PROJECTING SZECHUAN'S PAPER ADJUSTMENT OF 12 PERCENT 
TO LAST FALL'S NATIONAL COMPILATION, WE ARRIVE AT THE 
INTERESTING TOTAL OF NEARLY 960 MILLION. THIS IS ALMOST 
EXACTLY THE SAME NATIONAL POPULATION FIGURE AS THAT GIVEN 
BY CHINESE GUIDES TO THE VISITING U.S. NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF STATE LEGISLATORS LAST DECEMBER (REF A). WHILE CERTAINLY 
NOT ABSOLUTE PROFF THAT CHINA NOW ESTIMATES ITS POPULATION AT 
960 MILLION PEOPLE, THE LARGE STATISTICAL INCREASE IN 
SZECHUAN, COUPLED WITH THE FACT THAT THE CHINESE HAVE BEEN 
USING A NATIONAL FIGURE OF AT LEAST 900 MILLION FOR ALMOST 
A YEAR IN INTERNAL DOCUMENTS (REF C), SUGGEST THAT THE PRC MAY 
BE PREPARING THE GROUND FOR PUBLIC ACKNOWLEGMENT OF A MORE 
REALISTIC POPULATION FIGURE. 
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